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Reynaldo Maldonado, also known simply as Zapp, was born in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil in 1959. He has studied Visual Communications, Industrial Design and

Philosophy after also attending a course on History of Art and Architecture, while still attending college and done a practical design seminar with Victor Papanek

(1927-1999), the acclaimed industrial designer and educator who became a strong advocate of the socially and ecologically responsible design. Before completing

his studies, however, Zapp went on a trip to New York, London and Paris where he lived for three years working as illustrator, graphic designer, junior art director

for an advertising company and doing airbrush illustrations for surfboards in Biarritz, on the southern west coast of France, during summer. Back to Brazil he

continue to pursue a career as graphic designer, worked briefly as set designer for a TV channel, worked as clothing designer for various surf wear companies

while also taking a job as marketing advisor between other creative professional activities. His life took a turning point in 1997 while he was doing a publicity

campaign for a Brazilian exporter of Indonesian, Indian and Chinese antiques that sparked on him the desire to pursue a new career as furniture designer by

combining primitive Indonesian art pieces and reclaimed wood with more technically advanced materials. Since then he has been living and working in Bali

where, in the year 2000, he founded Zapp Design with his wife and have been designing and producing custom furniture to various private and commercial

projects locally and around the globe.




